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  Dehesa Boyal de Talayuela forest  
 

The forest of Dehesa Boyal de Talayuela is located in the valley of the Tiétar River, at 
the bottom of the southern slope of Sierra de Gredos. It is a public forest in the 
municipality of Talayuela (Cáceres, Extremadura), being ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŀƭŀȅǳŜƭŀΩǎ city 
council and managed by the Servicio de Ordenación y Gestión Forestal de la Consejería 
de Agricultura, Desarrollo Rural, Población y Territorio (Junta de Extremadura). 

The orography of the area is uniform, with slopes between 0-5%; therefore, erosive 
phenomena do not appear easily. There is no dominant orientation. 

The climate is dry-subhumid continental Mediterranean, with an average summer 
drought period of 4.5 months. 

The forest is divided into two plots. "Plot A" includes almost the entire forest area and 
is closer to the urban area of Talayuela. "Plot B", which barely accounts for 1% of the 
total area of the forest, is located next to the bed of the Tiétar River. In the western half 
of Plot A, where the marteloscope is located, the predominant forest stand is a pine 
forest of Pinus pinaster, accompanied by Quercus pyrenaica. In the eastern half, mixed 
stands of holm oak-Pyrenean oak with a dehesa structure are predominant, with good 
pastures (sheepfold grassland) dedicated to grazing. The soil is quite frugal, with little 
water retention capacity and difficulties for the colonization and regeneration of the 
vegetation cover. 

 
Location of the Pinar de Talayuela marteloscope. 
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1067 ha 
Total forest area 

3.4 m³/ha 
Annual increment 

 

95.1 m³/ha 
Actual average stock 

 

2335 m³ 
Annual allowable cut  
of the pine stands 

 
305 trees/ha 
Tree density 
 

29 % conifers 

71 % broadleaves 

 

1.05 % 
of the forest area is 
occupied by firebreaks 
 

 
  

71.2 ϵ/ha  1.4 ϵκƘŀ 
Annual income for    Annual income for 
the rent of pasture     the rent of small game 
use         permission 
        
     

 49 km 
  Roads and trails length 

 

 459 m/ha 
  Roads and trails density 

 
 

      ...in figures 
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53,0%

23,4%

14,9%

6,3% 2,4%
Quercus ilex

Pinus pinaster

Pasture

Quercus pyrenaica

Others*

* Non-inventoriable areas (water, buildings, roads, etc.), firebreaks, 
thickets and riparian vegetation. 



 

 Forest management and biodiversity  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Surrounded by a highly anthropized 
environment, the pine forest of Talayuela 
is protected to 80% of its extent. Almost 
all the few cuts made are preventive 
against forest fires, and have important 
limitations in areas of nesting and 
breeding of protected bird species, given 
the great ornithological interest of this 
forest. 
 
Within the pine forest, there is a 
recreational centre where educational, 
cultural and nature enjoyment activities 
are carried out. Among these, the 
collection of mushrooms and asparagus is 
remarkable, which lacks management for 
the moment. 

Regarding the pasture, its grazing use is 
important (mainly for cattle). Here the 
holm oak ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ ά[ŀ {ŜŎŀέ 
represents a phytosanitary problem, 
causing the death of several specimens 
and clearing large areas of dehesa 
forest. 

 

The urbanizing activity, favoured by the 
proximity of TalayuelaΩǎ ǘƻǿƴ, can 
become a risk to the forest. Since 1963 
there has been a reduction in the area 
of this public forest of 13.8%. In 2002, 
for example, 60 ha of the forest 
(outside the protected areas) were 
converted into a golf course. 

 
  

The forest of Dehesa Boyal de 
Talayuela is part of the Ecological and 
Biodiversity Corridor "Entorno de los 
Pinares del Río Tiétar", as well as the 
Natura 2000 Network (SPA "Río y 
Pinares del Tiétar"). The black stork 
(Ciconia nigra), in danger of 
extinction in Extremadura, nests in 
these pine forests, located in an Area 
of High Risk of fires. For all this, the 
priority  use of the forest is 
protective/conservative. 
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36.7  % 

of the forest belongs to  
protected areas 

8675.4  m³ 
of deadwood from P. pinaster  

30 bird species 
7 bat species 

4 Odonata species 
 

 
 

83.6 % 
of the forest area are habitats of community interest 

(HCI) 

260.4 ha  of HCI фрпл άMediterranean pine 

forests of endemic Pinus pinasterέ  
 

67.3 ha  of HCI фнол άMediterranean-Ibero-

Atlantic and Galaico-Portuguese oak woods of 
Quercus robur and Quercus pyrenaicaέ 
 

563.3 ha  of HCI сомл άDehesas with 

evergreen Quercus sppΦέ 
 

1.2 ha  of priority HCI омтл άMediterranean 

temporary pondsέ 

 

 

 

      ...in figures 
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Protected areas in Dehesa Boyal de Talayuela forest. 


