Marteloscope Monte de Valsain

“Pinar de Valsain” forest

The forest of Pinar de Valsain is located in the municipality of Real Sitio de San Ildefonso
(Segovia, Castilla y Leon), close to two important urban areas, Segovia and Madrid.
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Recognized for their natural and historical importance, these forests are managed by the
Organismo Autonomo Parques Nacionales (OAPN) through the Centro Montes vy
Aserradero de Valsain, which is responsible for harmonizing the conservation of this
natural area and its species with forestry, livestock and recreational activities.
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Located in Sierra de Guadarrama, there is a considerable altitudinal variation: from the
summits of more than 2000 m of altitude to the valley bottoms located just over 1000
m in just a few kilometres. Accordingly, more than half of the forest surface has a high
slope (more than 25%). Rainfall varies from 1350 mm in the high areas to 460 mm in
the low areas. As for the average annual temperature, it ranges between 6.5 ° C in the
high areas and 12 ° C in the low areas.
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Forest management and biodiversity

Pinar de Valsain forest is protected by different legal figures. One of the great values of this area is
its birdlife, which includes the Iberian imperial eagle (Aquila adalberti) and the black vulture
(Aegypius monachus).
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